210.   MESSAGE TO MILL-HANDS OF BOMBAY

[Before Number 27, 1921]

MILL-HAND FRIENDS,

I do not know you personally but, having myself become a
labourer for the sake of the labourers in the country, I am inti-
mately connected with you. I desire that you should all report
for work as soon as the mills open and never suspend work
again unless permitted by the employers, nor take part in rioting
any time in future.

Tour well-wisher,

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 27-11-1921

21L   TO THE LIBERALS*

[November 27,

FRIENDS,

We are all so preoccupied with other affairs that the events
in Malabar hardly attract the attention they deserve. The ending
of the trouble has become a matter of great urgency. It is one of
simple humanity. Be the Moplahs ever so bad, they deserve to
be treated as human beings. Their wives and children demand
our symapthy. Nor are they all bad. And yet there can be no
doubt that many innocent men must have been adjudged guilty.
Forcible conversions are horrible things. But Moplah bravery
must command admiration. These Malabaris are not fighting
for the love of it. They are fighting for what they consider is
their religion and in the manner they consider is religious- The
vast majority of them have nothing personal to gain by continuing
their resistance. Their sin is not of deliberation, but ignorance.

If we permit the extermination of such a brave people, it will

* A leaiet carrying this message was distributed in the labour areas of
Bombay.

2 This appeared under the caption "About Moplahs",

3 Released on this date